PREFACE
It has been the intention of the author of this book to set forth in detail all the principal points upon which information is likely to be wanted by an inspector on concrete construction. Many of the instructions given herein are applicable to building constructions and practically any type of reinforced concrete structures. The author is fully aware that many questions 'arise during a building operation that cannot be solved by reference to printed instructions, but he has endeavored to point out the essentials governing the construction of reinforced concrete structures. None of them may be new to some, some may be new to none, but it is hoped many will be of assistance to most. It is believed that everything said is based on sound practice and acknowledged authority, and that the young inspector will not, be led astray, even if the old experienced inspector is taught little that he does not already know.
While the book consists of a series of rules and directions to be followed in inspecting concrete construction, with brief explanations of the reasons for each rule and of their importance, it must be distinctly understood that the directions or suggestions set forth are not intended to run counter to, or be employed in opposition to, the directions and instructions given in the specifications under ivhich the concrete work is being prosecuted.
In the preparation of this book the endeavor has been to observe a logical order and a due proportion between different parts. Great care has been taken in classifying and arranging the matter. It will be helpful to the reader to notice that the book is divided successively into chapters, articles, sections and paragraphs. The constant aim has been to present the subject clearly and concisely. Every precaution has been taken to produce the work in a form for convenient use and ready reference. The table of contents shows the general scope of the book; and a very full index makes everything in the book easy of access. The preparation of this book has involved an immense amount of labor and the author hopes that its value to those engaged in the inspection, supervision and construction of works involving the use of concrete may be in some slight degree commensurate to the labor involved.
The general and specific instructions given in this book have been collected from a multitude of sources: from the engineering journals, from the transactions of the engineering societies and from the personal records of the author. Part of these instructions is taken from eight 'articles on the "Inspection of Concrete Work/' prepared by the author for Engineering and Contracting, during January, February,